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Christmas.

The poct Maserierp said that trav-
elers, with few exceptions, had never
#een anything wonderful. The excep-
tions were Heroporvs, Marco Poro—
and the Three Wise Men, What He-
wioTrs and Poro saw is ashes be-
neath the fire of history. but what
the Three Wise Men saw is newer
to-day in the hearts of mankind than
ever it has been since the star led
to Bethlehem in Judea.

That which to-day stands for is so
wonderful, s¢c universal in Christen-
dom, that it is difficult to realize that
Christmas is not as old as the relig-
ion it breathes. One of the marvel-
oug things about this shining mani-
festation of the spirit which the Magi
felt is that it was three centurles
coming into the world. It is marvel-
uus too that the festival should have
been buiit on the ruins of pagan
things. The HRoman saturnalia is
sométhing very distant and dead;
the merrymaking of to-day is what
killed it rynd took its place. The bar-
baric Yu! » feast of the German trihas.
men l= ¢ n antiguity; but the Yule
log burnty on Christian hearths this
morning. Wodin is forever in Val-
halla, but his successor, the saint
with the white beard, comes down
the chimney still,

So  the spirit has progressed
through the centuries, destroying
evil to replace it with good. Under
ihe influence of the Cross men have
done mighty deeds of piety and valor,
bat in memory of the Manger they
Wave particularly done acts of love
and kindness. Only the recording
angel knows In how many cases
Christmas has accomplished some-
thing in which laws and logie, power
and gold, have failed. No scientist

tan tell you why whole continents

glow over the celebration of an event
of nearly twenty centuries ago; it is
wiser to seek the answer in a child's
illumined face.

And Christmas is no louger the
sole property of the individual. Its
cssence is gradually permeating the
gavernments, The soul of the Wash-
ington couference is the soul of
Christmas. The soul of the Ameri-
can gift of millions of bushels of
grain to the starving Russians is the
goul of Christmas. Little by little
the governments come closer to the
tree where burn the candles of hu-
manity's desire. There hang gifts
for all if they will but reach out and
tuke them in the spirit that satuo-
yates the Christian world to-day.

Lord Riddell Looks Us Through.

Coming here to observe proceedings
Bt the armament conference and to
act as press representative of the
Hritish delegation, Lord RippeLL,
l.ondon publisher, did not neglect to
take unofficial motes on the Amer]
can people, When he divulged the
results of his observations of Ameri-
can habits and manners the news-
ypaper correspondents were as will-
ing to print what he sald as they
would have been If he had been dis-
vlosing Important news of the con-
ference. He was asked In what way
uverage Americans differed most con-
gpicnously from average Englighmen.
e replied:

“They don't. The Englishman and
the American are surprisingly allke.”
Lord Rioprr was correct. Eng-

lshmen do not wear rubbers; Ameri-
enng do, In the English vocabulary
braves denote the article of utility
known In America as suspenders,
while suspenders denote to the Eng-
Jishman what answers in America to
the name garters. Englishmen drink
tea on the slightest provocatfon;
Wmericans imbibe ice cream sodas
with equal enthusiazm,

An Englishman insists on paying
Yils own fare on the underground,
even It 1t's only o penny; he handles
hig fork and spoon with the left hand
exclusively when eating! driving his
sutomobile, he keeps to the left; he

woars Nhis collar and tie in the bar-|

ber's chair; he insists on a plural
verb after a collective noun, and no

! pxceptions allowed; he spells alumni-

num with the aid of an | before the
final “um” and puts the accent on
the “min.”

In more basic affairs the averige

i hnﬁh_hm and the average Ameri-

.
'
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‘m| tel in the home.
| the same moral influences, they think |

can look at life through the same
knothole. Im sports they both detest
a one sided contest and would rather
lose at play than win by default, In
business both are guided by the same
principles of equality and fairness,
never forgetting that somebhody else’s
neglect is their opportunity. With
neither of them is woman a gilded
goddess in public society and a chat-
They respond to

| jdentically with regard to education,

after dinner speechmaking.
Englishmen and Americans ap-
plaud the same style of heroism in
lwm— and in peace, they are born in
the same traditional beliefs as to

civilization, and they die with a com-|

| mon hope concerning the future.

Lord Ripperr says Americans are
| courteous to foreigu visitors. This
unquestionably came to his notice, as
a similar impression comes to an
American in London, because at home
cnglishmen and Americans are not
given to an exuberance of courtesy
among themselves,

No Broken Sword.

It is gratifying to learn {rem
Washington that the new silver dol-
lar, ahout to be minted in commemo-
ration of the Conference on Limita-
tion of Armament, will not have upon
| it the design of a broken sword.

The protest made by Tne New
Yorxk Herarp last Wednesday against
the use on an American coin of some-
thing generally accepted as the sym-
Lol of defeat, disgrace or abjuration
may have called the attention of the
responsible authorities to a grave
errvor. If such was the case Tug New
Yorx Henawn is glad to have pre-
vented the issue of a coin which
| would have misled foreigners as to
| the attitude of this peace loving but
not pacifistic nation.
| Congratulations are due to those
in Washington who were quick to
acknowledge that it would be a mis-
take to represent the sword of the
United States as broken.

To his countrymen General Aug-
aaxpo Diaz ia a hero of peace as
well as of war. Upon his return to
Italy from his attendance on the
armament conference and his peace-
ful conquest of the American heart
he was received at Naples with a
popular acclaim as great as when ha
rode through the same streets as vic-
tor of the Plave and vanquisher of
the Austrian armies,

. Genernl Diaz carried home with
! him very convineing evidence of the
price of his conquest, The cordiality
of the great American handshake,
cansing a lasting bruise, had left

its mark upon him. Otherwise in
his triumph he had escaped un-
scathed. Te had lived through

rounds of public and private dinners
from Boston (o the Pacifie coast,
through military salutes and deafen-
ing rolis of applause, through hup-
dreds of addresses of enthusiastic
welcome and responses equally heart-
felt. He took back as material tro-
phies college and university honors,
certificates of adoption into the
towns of our finest and oldest citi-
zens, jeweled swords and golden keys
of our cities. With these too want
the high regard and deep respect of a
people who had delighted to honor
him as a distinguished guest.
America found in General Diaz an
able and modest commander, a mili-
tary man who could rank high in a
land which has produced famous sol-
dlers. He reflected in himself his ideal
of his troops, “soldiers such as are the
Italian people, children with deeply
generous hearts and feelings.” To a
man moved by such sentiments the
task of inspiring a nation to redeem
the disaster of Caporetto was well in-
trusted. He had the faith which
would not waver, the confldence
which knew nothing of defeat. Cap-
oretto was forgotten in the victory of
Veneto Venezia. Field Marshal Bo-
neovies's veterans found an impass
ahle barrier in General Diaz's rejuve.
nated army. The Austrians’ vaunted
sirength crumbled in the plains of
Venetia and the valley of the Piave.
Diaz struck the hard blow that
opened the way for the final armis-
tice and made the Allies and Amer-
ica victors in the world war.
America saw too the other side
of General Diaz and in him found a
man whom Ttaly needs in her days
of peace, He seeks a cloger union
of the two nations through more
thorough mutual understanding. He
asks that America come to see Italy,
not only the reminders of the an-
cient glories of Rome, the palaces of
the Renajssance and the stores of

ing industries of the nation, the pro-
gressive spirit of the people, the
sturdinesa of a faithful and loyal
pensantry.

Italy understands herself when she
pays tribute to General Diaz as n
hero of peace as well an of war,

Blister Rust on the Pacific Coast,

pine, which was unknown In thia
conntry until twenty years ago and
which was confilned fto the eastern

| Inces of Canada until It spread to
| Minnesota and Wisconsin a few years

Columbin and the northeastern part
of Washington State,

The region in which it has most
recently appeared is of great impor-
| tance {n the timber Industry. There
is to be a public hearing In Wash-
ington hefore the Federal Hortioul-
tural Board of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture on January
23 to determine whether the Federal
quarantine agafnet the blight else-

A

General Diaz Welcomed Home.|

priceless art treasures but the reviv.|

United States and the eastern prov-|

azo, has now developed in British |

where shall be extended to the threat-
ened area,

Blister rust is spread through cur-
rant and gooseberry bushes, wild or
cultivated. These carriers are found
in all our forests. Cultivated black
currants are particularly hospitable
to the scourge. Their destruction is
the only known means to check the
spread of the pest.

Much of the timber threatened on
the Pacific is In the national forests,
|The area endangered contajns more

'f-_ﬂ:ltlloy share g_\qua] honors as bores atl_lhﬂ.l‘l 57,000,000,000 feet of lumber,

(having a market value of more than
$228,000,000. The territory already
| intested is in the region of Sumas
| City and Mount Vernon and is com-
Eparativaly small,

Guarding the Mails.

The Post Office Department has ap-

rroved the conduct of Private Cari
W. Mays of the Marine Corps, de-
tailed to duty protecting the mails,
who on December 17 shot and
wounded two college students near
Denmark, South Carelina, because,
in disregard of warnings, they per-
sisted in boarding mail cars on which
Mays was serving.
. Tur New Yorg Hegarn cannot see
how the Department could reach any
other decision with regard to Privaie
MAY® if it is intended to make the
Marine gnard on mail trains and mail
trucks effective. The Marines cannot
distinguish between mere trespassers
and dangerous c¢riminals. Deflance
of the guards on duty is an invita-
tion to them to shoot. Defense of the
property intrusted to the care of the
Marines is their first obligation.

That skylarking young men should
s0 comport themselves as to feel Ma-
rines’ bullets is regrettable, but it
may have one good effect, at least, in
teaching people generally that the
Marines mean business.

Night Hunting With the Camera.

The photographing of wild ani.
rmal life at night with camera and
flashlight, which has become to the
humane hunter in recent years one
|of the mest fascinating of sports,
owes its origin and largely its pres-

jent development Lo Grorc: SHIiRAs
8t The United States Government
exhibited at the World's Fair, Paris,
in 1900 and again at the St. Louls
air a group of phatographs taken
by him on Whitefish Lake, Michigan,
rearly thirty years ago, which first
rhotographs showed the possibilities
of the camera in the wilds at night.

These results were obtained only
after years of experiment and re-
aearch. Mr. 8umas was of the third
generation of his family who had
gone for recreation into this Lake
Superior region., The slough at the
end of Whitefish Lake, where in a
small area more deer were killed and
later more photographed by day and
night than in any similar locality on
the continent, wis the place wheve
animal flashlight pbotography hud
its birth. In order to take daylight
pictures Mr. Sumas rigged up a
camera on the beach and from it ran
a string to a seat in & tree. “When-
ever a deer passed within range of
the camera,” he says, “a sharp whis-
tle stopped it and then a pull on the
string recorded the scene.”

Having taken daylight pictures, it
became a matter of interest to Mr.
Smmas to find out if there was any
means of taking them at night when
wild animals were more active and
could be approached more easily than
at any other time. A method of
doing this was finally developed and
the first successful flashlight was
made. Mr., Smiras caught a glimpse
of a deer and just as its neck was
craned and the head elevated the
flash was fired. Then, he says:

“We hastened to camp, where the
developed plate showed the little
buck in the centre of the scene, with
the foreground of reeds and & back-
ground of alders and cedars, depict-
ing the first successful effort in the

| recording of an animal on lts mid-
night rambles"

|

|

By far the greater number of wlldi

| ynimals are nocturnal. Those which
are occasionally seen in daylight
can rarely be approached saufficiently
near with a camera to be photo-
graphed with the full advantage ol
a favorable light. It was generally
believed that with the second growth
an a cutover forest there came a
new animal life. A raceoon tripped
over a string and photographed [tself
| building & home in territory where
this speclies was bardly expected to
appear. By night photographs musk-
rats were disclosed as among the
new arrivals, The pictures revealed
| too facts regarding their home bulld-
ling and habits with which natural-
| ists were not familiar. A fAashlight
also showed that the thief which was
{stealing white ducks from n swim-
| ming pool wns another new arrival,
| the mink,

|, His night photographs brought ont
|some new and interesting facts re

seldom seen in the daytime, so that

| pietures of it at work were rare.! My

| An especially valuable flashlight dis-
closes o heaver three feet helow the

Isﬂ.il‘r!tl‘l.lt'.tllrn of & dom. 1t was for
|vears a much discussed question
| whether more than one beaver en-
waged in the entling of a tree. Every
| photegraph showed that only one
| benver was at work and not another
near the tree. One of Mr, Stinas’s
| prized pletures is that of a bheaver
entting down a black ash, For two
weeks the camera and flashlight faced
this tree; then one night the beaver
came and left his photograph. He
was too frightened hy the fashlight
to return:  “The tree stands to-day
unfelled,” says Mr., Simas, “proof
that a single animal does the work."”

Interest Iin wild life photogruphy
bas been further stimulated by the

gnrding the beaver, This animal la|

Rlister rust, scourge of the white g,cface of the water working on the |

moving pletures of Nomsmax McCriv-
roox and Winniam L. Frswey for
whose entrance into this field Mr.
Sumas was largely responsible.

Describing one of his night hunt-
ing expeditions in a boat rowed
noiselessly toward a deer whieh was
us intently watching it as the hunter
watched the animal's blue, translu-
cent eyes, Mr. SHmas says:

“Fifteen yards and the tension ls

ing great, ly there is
n click, and a white wave of laht
breaks out from the bow of the Loat
—deer, hills, trees, everything stands
out for a moment in the white glare
of roonday. A dull report, and then
a vell of Inky darkness descends.
Just a twenty-ffth of a second has
elapsed, but ft has been long enough
to trace the deer on the camera.”

No wonder that Mr. Smigas, who
has sought game with both gun and
pashlight, says that the trree sports:
man should find greater satisfaction
and more permanent happiness in
pight hunting with the camera than
in killing harmless and inoffensive
animals,

1 @i,

Ashamed of American Art.

Some American artists abroad, and
especially in France, are aficted
with an inferiority complex. They
convince themselves that everything
they did in America no longer counts,
that Americans do not understand art,
and that Americans have never done
anything for themselves in art.

This humility*has been made con-
spicuous recently through the public
utterances of two American artists
of some distinction. One of these
was Cecinra Beavx of Philadelphia,
who asserted before the International
Arts Congress in Paris that “Amer-
iea has no national art and must con-
tinue to leok to France for many
years to come for its inspiration.”
She held out some hope, however, in
that “America is constantly striving
for its national expressiom, and in
time will find it,”

America’s want of artistic appre-
ciation weighed even more heavily
upon Hauny B. LAcHMANN, a Chi-
cago artist, several of whose pictures
are in French museumg. While home
recently he unburdened himself at
length on American art. Among
other things he said:

“American painting is not repre-
sentative of Americanism. American
artists’ self-satisfaction is holding
them back artlstically. There ia no
indlviduality. Ameriean painting is
not generally representative of Amer-
lca. ‘This country is strong, robust,
stralghtforward and rugged. So
much of its paintings are sweet.”

A few American names should suf-
fice to reassure our wavering artists
abrond., Among European critics
WarmsrLen was supposed to have a
gensitiveness for color and ecreative
charm which has mever been ecalled
“gweet.” The only objection some
French critics have to Wixsrow Ho-
MER's pictures is that they are too
robust, too rugged. SamcExNT I8
usually mentioned abroad as a mod-
ern master of technie. Ixness, Wy-
AnNT and others have done landscape
painting as American as Indepen-
dence Hall itself.

American confidence is a very posi-
tive thing in technical pursuits.
Every foreign visitor to our shores
I= carried away by our belief in our
political future.

Just so are American artists in
France impressed by French national
pride. The Frenchman's art is an
expression of his beliel in French
guperiority. He asks you to accept
withont question not only his great
masters but also his lesser masters.
Thig eelf-confidence has given the
French more daring in art than any
other nation possesses.

This French bliss seems to have
overwhelmed Miss Bravx in Paris.
Why at an international art conven-
tion did she limit her generalization
tlo France when insisting that Amer-
fcans must look to France for many
years Lo come? Why did she not
also include the art of countries just
ag vital as the French: that of Italy.
Spain, and Americ. too?

The French have not needed our
help to discover their own artistic
genius. It is evident, however, that
we still need foreign visitors to our
shores to call our attention to what
Jutiax Bowes, secretary of the New
York Artists League, regards as a
period in which Americans are as
proficient in almost all departments
of grta and crafts gs any people at
any period of history,

The Board of Aldermen has coms-
mittod to the rest{ulness of o plgeon=-
hole the resolution prohibiting women
from smoking in public !n this city.
A vote of thanks s due from tobaceo
ghop proprietors stocked up with din-
mond studded pipes and perfumed elg-
arettes in anticipation of the Christ-
mas demand.

————————

hosis,
mind s Blled with wistful ghosts
that hide
Pehind the fabric of each passing
thought-—

Ghosts of the songs that long dead
poets wrought,
Ghosta of greal |nves,
space defied,
And ghosts of deeds that won a coun-

that time and

try's pride,
Ghosts of saweet musie, tinkling falnt
und clear
The sentlent harmonies of yesteryean,
And ghosta of high bellefs that flamed

and  dled,

They hunger to come back to life again,
1 only In one wingle lovely line
Of vagrant song ; If any words of mira
Should glow with vislon, delicate and
plaln,
1t
*hat yvearn
Wor v hirief breath of heauty te res
Lara,
Crannorre BECKRR,

s the urge of these frall wraiths |
|

Christmas Music Fills the Night.
4 Chrigtmas carol, to the tune *8t. Kevin,™
by Sir Arthir Sullives.
Christmas music fills the night,
Christmas sturs are gleaming,
Souls in darkness hail the light
From a manger streaming.
Though the inn ls full, the beast
Greets the world's sweet leaven;
Bethlehem, thou art not least,
Thine the Bread from Heaven.

Dark and silent was the land
Where the shepherds guarded,
Till there shone the Apgel-hand,
And their hearts rewgided,
Chant =0 lovely sang they then,
We too hear with gladness—
“Pegec on earth, good will toward men,"”
Jesus onds your sadmess.

If the shepherds leave the sheep,
Who will watch and tend them?
Fulthful guardians must not sleep,
Flse the wolf will rend them!
Yet the angel bids them go,
Seek the zigm so lowly;
He will keen Lbelr focks, they Lknow,
Shepherd brizght and holy,

When they found the Child of God,
All that heard It wondered;

But these things, made known abroad,
Mary kept and ponderod.

Babe of Christmas, grant us part
In their adoration,

And the grace that filled her heart—
Raptured contemplation.

Why shouldst Thou have blessed us so,
Seught the love of mortals,

Coming dewn to earth below,
Far from Heaven's portals?

Dost Thou know, O Saviour dear,
How this world will scorn Thee?

AMen will hate Thee, though they fear,
Thy poor Mother mourn Thee !

Can it be Thou still wilt stay,
Shrinking not from danger?
Can we too see Thee this day,
In the holy Manger?
0 for all Thy tender lave,
Happy Is our singing,
Hymns to joln the Hosts above,
Bells of Christmas ringing.
Euor WaITE,

Men Who Remember.

A Doughboy of 1918 ‘;'lt Recalled a
Johnny Reb of 1861

To Tug New Yonk HErAwp: My best
Christmas gift was a lithographied card
of a snow scene wilh these words writ-
ten in a small, neat hand, “From one
of the doughboys who appreciated your
kindness in August, 1918."

The name conveyed no hint of who
the sender was, but s August, 1918,
forty or fAfty lads about to go overseas
came over every Saturday and Sunday
from the camps around Mincola for a
swim in the sea from our littla bunga-
low here. We got the ldea of asking
the boys to have a dip because the only
bathing house was charging them §1
and native Long Island sons 25 cents
for the privilege.

When I teld my mother of the dough-
hoy's card she recalled that for many
yvears after the war she received each
Christmas a box of oranges from Flor-
lda. The sender was a wounded Con-
federate soldier who received from her,
a visiting nurse at Bellevue, the same
treatment as did the Unfon men on
nearby cots,

In these days of commerclalism, when
values of Christmas gifts are all too
carefully appraised, 1 feel that these
two incidents degerve more than passing
notlee. E. D.

Porxt Lookovr, December 24,

The Olympic Theater.

Famous Actors and Plays Long Pep-
ular Were Seen There.

To TR New York Hsraup: In an-
swer to “Olympus” I would inform him
phat the Olymple Theater was situated
at §24 Broadway between Houston and
Bleecker streets and was owned by
James Maineil, a Frenchman lving at
Oyster Bay, Long Istand.

Beginning November 13, 1556, Laurn
Keene, an English actress, greatly ad-
mired, was the first lessee, and during
her tenaney she produced a number of
notable plays, among them being “Our
Amerjcan  Cousin,” “A  Midsummer
Night's Dream,” “The Heart of Mldlo-
thian and “The Colleen Bawn,” whieh
met with great success. The glder So-
thern appearsd there an Lord Dundreary
and the elder Holland, C. W. Couldock
and Joseph Jefferson, then comparatively
unknown, wers séen there,

In 1863 Laura Keene vacated the the-
ater, which was acquired by Mrs, John
Wood. Next it was known as the Olym-
nie Theater. Johm Duff, son-in-law of
Aungustin  Daly, juently d
control and produced “Under the Gas-
light,” Charles F. Parsloe belng In the
cast., The rallroad scene was notably
realistic. George Jordan in “The Sea
of lee" and "A Malden's Prayer" met
with great succeas

In 1866 and 1868 George L. Fox ap-
peared in “Humpty Dumpty,” which had

ihe phenomenal run of 43 perforp-
ances. Mrs, Annie Yeamans of Harm-i
is:nn and Hart fame was in the cast, |
This is but a brief history of a one
time beautiful templs of amusement and
the many popular actors who appeared
thare. WiLLias Hanpnisoxn RonoEns.
OARLAND, N. J., December 24,

Geiting te the Bottom oi a Popular
Fallacy.

To Tii NEw Youx Hemaup: More in|
sorrow than in anger 1 protest agalnst
the aceceptance by Tre Bun and Tee
Nmw Yorg Hanato of the popular fal- |
lacy that winter begins with the winter
solstices,

In the name of all that |= sane, sclen-
tifie or reasonnble, why should winter
be sald to begin on the day when the
sun stops his southward march and
turfim to come northward again?

Such breaks are destructive of con-
fidenes, A Lareroxa READER.

New Yonk, December 24,

We refuse to accept responsibillty
for the “popular fallacy” that winter
| begine with the winter solstice. The
fault lies with that great-granddaddy
of all our calendars, the American
Ephemeris and Nautical Almanac, Is-

sued from the Naval Observatory,
Washington, 1. C, by our Unele
Samuel.

A Boston Epliaph,

To T New Yorx Henawo: In oo
churchyard in Boston there ia an opi-
taph @lmost the same aa the one quoted
by *X. Y. 2 except thal the Iret
couplet reads:

Ad 1 am now so you must be;

Ho be content and follow me.
The old caretaker takes great dellght
telling of a Harvard stodent who
above immediately

in
upon roading the
meratched beneath it:
Ta fallow you I'm not contont
tnill 1 know which way you went
Junery Crrr, Decomber 24, O F

HL.

The Werld's Crawus.
KEnlcher—What Is Uncle Sam's ratlo?
Booker—~Dollars to ‘m!l-

Niagara Falls Seventy Years Ago

A Fragment From the American Diary of the Great
English Scholar, Lord Acton.

From the Fort

It was dark when we arrived at the
village of Niagara Falls, on the right
bank of the Niagura. We crossed the
suspension bridge In a thunderstorm.
It was so dark that we could not see the
falls,. We got out at the Clifton House
on the Writlsh =ide about 18 o'cleck,
without any trouble from the custom
house, Here we found a party from our
ship; the chaplain with my best friends
among the youngsters. They were gone
to bed. I went out to the edge of
the voek and looked at the falls that
shone perfectly white in the black night.
They are much better seen on this yide.
The inn is below them, and they do not
cross the river at right angles, so that
they ean hardly be seen at all from the
opposite side

The roar and the foam had a fine
effect sl night Campbell and 1 had the
sgime room, and before we fell asleep 1
discoursed upon the principles of his-
torical criticlsm and the facllity with
which truth iz exaggerated. I gave as
an nstance that no doubt the first maan
who saw the falls greatly exaggerated
thekr magnitnde, upon which he, who had
Just read the guide, told me that when
Hennepin discovered the falls he ve-
ported thém to be 800 feet high, which
was gratifying to my literary vanity.

In the marning, Friday, I bhad the
pleasure of walking out en my balceny
in my shirt, with a full view of the falls.
It was a beautiful morning. 1 took a
bath, and on golng to breakfast met
with a very flattering reception from the
youngsters 1 had not seen the night be-
fore. 1 persuaded the chaplain to let
them stay with us that day, though he
was to have brought them back to the
ship. Me was weak In consenting, as
there was danger of a row when they
did go on board, but I saw the blame
could not fall on the boys. They were
dellghted to otay and their presence
added very much to the mirth of our
party. After some delay we set off to
look at the falls,

Half & mile above the falls the river is
divided into two branches by an islanl
called Goat Island. At the same time
the raplds commence. There is no great
beauty in the scenery of the country
ahove the falls. Below there ia peces-
sarily a ravine for it to flow through,
and the weoded rocka on each side add
very much to the beauty of the scena
We went down the road from the inn
to the ferry. The view from below is
much {iner than what we had seen from
above. One might sit here for hours
and the falls would grow upon one, or
one's mind would grow to appreciate
them. One can be disappointed only at
the first impression. If one contemplates
the falls they much surpass in the effect
they produce anything one could have
conceived.

The current ls very rapid below tha
falls in the middle, and carried us down
and tossed ua about. A steamer, the
Maid of the Mist, goes right up to the
fulls every day as far as she can EO.
An English whose intance we
made, a Mr. Wood, swam across here.
Ia landed a mile below his starting point
on the other side. On the American
#ide one 15 pulled up the rock In a sledge
along an ineclined plane. The first talng
we did was to stand quite at the edye of
the falls on the American side. There
are some houses here, and we went up
to the hridge which was made witn
great difficulty scross the American
rapids.  After some delay at an jce
creamn shop we went over. The finest
view of the rapids is presonted by this
bridge. It i a fine sight to see the
water dashing and foaming down till It
reaches & veloclty of ffteen miles an
hour. The roar of the rapids Is very
great. There Is a toll on the island, with
a shop of Indian curlosities, There are
two or threes small islands on the Ameri-
can glde of Goat Island, and the .
with the current running between them,
ia very pretty. The American falls are
smaller than those on the English side,
but quite straight. Next after the first
fglet 1s a lesser fall, Standing near the
top of It, among the trees, it looks like a
small viver floating among trees, and
has a pleasant diversifying effect.
this comes the rocky extremity of Goat
fsland beiween the two falls. It dis-
filgures them,

Crossing Goat Island, which is cov-
ered with trees, we came to the edge of
the English falls, called the Horseshoe
Falls from their shape. A rock runs
out Into the river at the edge here and
& tower is bullt upon it. The view from
the tower ia one of the finest. These
fallz= are not etraight, but something
like & horseshoe. The middle is more
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than 100 yards above the sides, so as
to make a curlous kind of hollow. They
are really magnificent from their great
sise and the mass of water. It Is twenty
feet deep at the angle and Talls 160 ar
170 feet. It boils as white as milk be-
low, The spray sometimes comes up In
o cloud fur abeve the fall Looking
down from up the river, it looks Hke the
vapar of a holling spring. It was sueh
a glorious sight as to Al me with ex-
ultation, and yet with a feeling of mel-
ancholy at not belng able to compre-
hend it adequately.

We gatnered wild strawberries on
Goat Island and took an ice there
While T was on the tower a man wis
there writing verses. I did not fecl
poetical, which I seldom do, but bolster-
ously happy, which made me appear far
from overcome. We spent a couple of
bours here mest delightfully. There is
the greatest paper mill in the Unlon on
Bath Island. taking advantage of the
witer power. We returned to the inn in
time for a romp before dinner st 3.

Bum Puteh jumped down the Mliddle
Fall, which s called hls leap, He was
drowned when attempting the same
thing at Gepesee. Nobody ever shot the
falls allve; there are several stories of
people being drowned. The power of
the water i go great that flocks of
geese have been carvied down and
drowned. There i3 a whirlpool about
four miles down the river, where every-
thing which is carried down reappears
for some time. The bodles of seven
English deserters who tried to swim
across were geen chasing each other
round here for some time after. An
old steamer was once sent down, and
drew elghteen feet of water, which
shows the depth at the edge,

After dinner we undertook to go un-
der the falls. There is a housa on
Table Rock where you dress yourself
and take a guide for the purpose. We
took off everything we had on and put
on some rough clothes for the purpose.
There is alao a costume for the ladies.
A great ugly black went with us. There
is a round wooden staircase down Table
Rock, and there we walked along the
rock and went under the falling water.
It is like a cave. The velocity of the
water and formation of the rock leave
an arched space completely dry. One
can walk a good way in along a kind of
ledge, and one sees the water arched
above one.

The roar iz terrific. We were un-
fortunate, for the wind drove the water
in against us, and we were almost suf-
focated. It was much as if we had
taken a bath. Our gulde had takenm a
young man In who insisted on Jjumping
down onto a rock in the water. The
water beat over him and at last washed

im away, and he was never seen again.
We carried off a bit of rock from the
farthest point we reached, and a printed
certificate of our having been there, as
trophies,

Then, in two carrlages. we went to
the burning springs, about two miles
above the falls, in Canada. A shed Is
built over the place where the spring ls,
about ten feet from the Niagara. They
put in & tube and set fire to the gas
that comes out. The flame !s about a
foot high, emitting great heat. You
may put your thumb on the tube and
divect the flame or put it out without
bejng burned. or you may press your
handkerchief over it and it will not be
injured. All the gas is concentrated in
the tube, but when it is removed a Nght
applied to the surface of the water pro-
duces a lambent flame that soon goes
out. The water Is quite pure to drink,
without any sulphurous smell. On re-
turning we passed near Lundy's Lane,
whera the battle of Niagara was fought
in the last war,

In the evening we played at prisoner’s
base in a fleld close to the falls. Here
T lost my hat. It was dark when we
returned te the inn. The younguters
went forth to look for sand martins’
nests and they found some egEs and
voung ones. It was gettlng on for 11
when we had some supper. 1 ordered
a bhottle of champagne up to the bovs'
room, We were to separate the next
day and we had been very good friends.

Wa were up early next morning to
start at & We crossed the suspension
bridge about two milles below the falls.
It is of wvery light constructiom, sup-
poghed by wires. The last view of the
falls was taken here. The moment
they were out of sight I felt a Hvely
regret &t the thought that I sheuld
never see them again. I quitted this
oxtrome western polnt with sorrow, for
the great lakes and Indlans and the
scenory of that part of the world had
great attraction for me.

A Walk en Christmas Meorning.
Bsfore high sun-peer let us go

| Aeross the unflawed sweep of snow!

The distant lne of flrs will ssem

Like Druld warders In a dream

Guarding some white domain wherein

There Is no memory of sin.

With us, in silvern fall and swell,

The soul of music from a bell

Will float, ethereal and pure

The crystal sky will lift and lure

Our spirits upward ceagelessly.

A delicats low harmony

The hidden rill will breathe, amd whils

No bird note will our ears beguile,

A murmurous bough-whispering

Wil soumd a presage of the spring.

A aGrifted dip, a turn, and lo,

Upon a virgin slope of snow

A holly tres, full folinged, met

In green and scarlet silhouette!

A holly tree whose fadeless cheer

Eymbols the Yuletide of the yvar,

Berry and leaf—percnnial slgn

Of holy love—will we entwine:

Berry and leaf, ah, Joyous glow !

Back will we bear ncross the snow

And If upon seme old oak tree

The midtietos we chance to see

A spray we'll pluck that mirth may rule

And cap the ancient rites of Yuls!
CristoN SCoLLamp,

Christmas Good Cheer.

This Hollday Seasom Has Seen a
Notable Display of Generosity.
To Tue New Yonk Hmnaip: The

splendid work of the newspapers in

mimulating the spirit of Christman '“".

ing and good fellowship will make the
Christmas of 1821 long remembered In
e hearts of the slek, poor and friend-
lems,  This soclety has been made the
agent for many of those who are mak-
ing others happy at thix season, and for
this we wish to make grateful acknowl-
edgment through your columns

Neover In ita ninety years minlstra-
lony has the Episcopal City Minsion
Hoclety beon able to do mo much at
Christmas ns this year. Tts chaplaing
and workera have bheen able to give

cnndy, oranges, small gifts, toys and
cardn to the Inmales

Christmas of

thirty-thres public and semi-publle in-
stitutlons,

Our four community centers in con-
gested sections of the city have heen
provided with everything necessary to
make the throngs of children feel the
Joy and happiness to which every child
i entitled at this season of good will

Ta all our friends who have made this
generosity possible this sociely extenas
thanks, May thoge who have given feel
and share the joy of those whe have
recelved, L. ERNEST SUNDEALAND,

Sugerptendent.

New Yorw, Decamber $4.

| Unliorms of the Revolution.
| To Tue Ngw Yonx Hurawp: For the
' possible Information of your carrespond-
tent R, M. Greene as to the uniform
worn by an ancestor In the HRevolution-
[ury war, let me say he will find on free
axhibition in the New York Historical
Boclety Building, Central Park West
and Seventy-ninth strect. a score or
more of beautiful water colors of offi-
cers and privates clothed tn uniforms
of many stages of our history. WHe, aa
well as others, particularly old New
Yorkers, will also find many objects
and prints relating to the early periods
of the elty, CHELSEA.
BroogLrN, December 24,
Christmas Bells,
|1 heard the bells on Chrisimas Day
Thelr old familiar carels play,
| And wild and aweel
‘The words repent
‘0? peace on earth, good will to men.
Then from each black aceurséd mouth
The cannon thundered In the south,
And with the sound
The carolp drowned
Of peace on earth, good will to men.
And in despair I bowed my head :
“*There In no peace on earth,” 1 said,
“For hate s sirong
And mocks the song
OFf peace on earth, good will te men !
Then pealed the bells more loud and
deep
“God lg not dead, nor does He sleep!
The wrong ahall fail,
And right prevall,
With peace on earth, good will to men!”
Huxnr LoaNarELLOW,

.

School History.

The Auther of the Pending Charges
Explalns His Motive.

To THE New Yorg Herarto: In an
article in reference to school histories
1 was quite concerned to read that ons
of the publishers is quoted as saylng:

Histarlans are not going to write books

to please a certaln political party or

religlous denomination.

As guthor of the charges which the
Board of Educsztion committee is now
considering 1 must take emphatip ex-
coption to such a statement.

I began wy Investigation of echool
histories after an address by Major
George Haven Putnam in Erasmus High
Bchool last October, in which he urged
that American schoo! histories should
be rewritten with a different point of
View since the world war. In mwr in-
vestigation T found that a number or
cur school history text books had been
revized to an astounding degree. Many
of the glorious facts of American his-
tory had been emasculated or modified
in such o way as to deprive the coming
generations of Ameriean boys and girls
of some of their most precious patriotie
heritages. 1 submitted oMclal charges
to the Board of Education.

In deing =0 1 was actuated by no
pelitical or religious gentiment whatso-
ever, As an American scheol prineipal
in charge of & school in which 3,000
boys of diverse nationalities are belng
trained to become Americans [ decid-
edly obfect to our history being rewrit-
ten In favor of any forelgn friendship.

JogErH T, GRIFFIN,
Principal Public Scheol 114
New Yonx, December 24.

The Broken Sword.

The Blade of Americanism Has
Never Been Disgraced.

To Tar Now York Herarp: Your edi-
torial article “The Broken Sword™ haa
done a mighty work for which every true
American owes you a debt of boundless
gratitude. You have aroused the na-
tlon from dangerous apathy: awakencd
the le to the for being
alert at their posts.

The Vice-President's words, spoken
here at the meeting of the New Eng-
land Society, are the voice of this awak-
ened national comscience. They ring
out with new significance. In his spir-
itually illumined speech he said:

The voyuge of the May(lower is not
done. Hor courss is set. With an ever
inereasing cargo of Ideas achieved she is
eralling on, bearing the hope and minis-
tering to the welfare of the world, Over
her, in the prophecy of their [the Pil-
grima’] aneient paster, John Roblinson,
there is breaking forth more lght. It is
the increasing radiance of the higher law.
The sword typlfies this unbroken and

oternally active higher law of justice
and truth.

The great demonstrator of this law—
He who fulfilled the law of love, the
Prince of Peace—said: “T come not to
bring peace, but a sword,” knowing that
true peace could only come through the
use of the Bword of the Epirit, the
Word of God.

The Beloved Disciple's blage of sym-
bollc revelation hae definite significance
in connection with thia great isaue:

I saw heaven opened, snd behold a
white horse; and he that sat upon him
wrs called Faithful and True, mad iIn
righteousness he doth judge and make
war., . . o His pame is called the
Word of Goed. . . . And out of his
:r;q:l;h goeth a sharp sword.—[ev. xlx.,
This “flaming sword™ will never cease

to guard and “keep the way of the tree
of life" (Genesia iii, 24), which typifies
America's divine destiny and misslon
of spiritual leadership. This sword of
pure Americaniem i3 unsheathed, un-
falien, unbroken. It is Lright and shin-
ing, two edged, "quick and powerful.”
It also typlfies the Anglo-Saxon ideals
which are at the very rgot and core
of gur national being. It is this Sword,
or Christ consclousness, which gave
us birth, and which Impelled Pastor
Robinson’s inapired words to the Pligrim
Fathers:

When Christ reigns, and not till then,

will the world have rest,

It was this spirit of the Christ which
impelled Frunklin to demand of the
mikers of the Constitution that they
rize to the (nect that “unless the Lard
build the Lhouse, they labor In vain that
build it,” which blazed through Wash-
ington when he proclaimed his God
given call, "Let us raise a standard to
which the wise and honest can repair:
the event Is In the hands of God" : which
defiped the heart of America in Lin:
coln's great utterance: “This nation,
under God, shall have a new birth of
freedom.”

At this hely hour of rebirth the gentls
shepherds and the wise men (rium-
phantly follow the star to the cradle
of the young child, our America, Thev
behold her held in the pratecting, cn-
circling arms of the motherhood of eter-
nal life and love. The broken sword of
the pursuant Herod = cast to ecarth.
All of hls Hstaning little ones hear an
i ubile pany of angels chant-
ing once more:

Unto us a chiid Is bovn, unto us & son
is given: and the guvernment sbhall be
upoen his shoulders: and his name shall
be  called Wonderful, Counselor, the
mighty God, the everlusting Father, the
Prince of Peace,

Of the increass of His government and
peaca there shall be po end upen the
throne of David,

Amerfea—and the unfoldment of her
| divine symbolism—Is, ever has been and
| ever will be upon the shoulder of Christ,

A LOYAL AMERICAN,
New Yonk. December 24.
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Ameriea’s Unbroken Sweord Typlties
Spicitual Power.

To TR New Yorx HEasn: I note
vour wsplendld editorial article “The
Broken Sword.” It must mest & re-

sponse in the hearts of Americans,

We are a migty nation. Our sword
las never heen tralled in the dust, much
lessn been broken, which implies dofeat
and dighonor. The sword typifiea spir
Itual power for which eur nation stands.

The design Is not in keeping with the
early Menls upon which our natlon and
its Constitution wern founded, much less
does It truly reprasent the people.

Negw York, December 24. M. 8. B,

Kingly Wisdem.

Ting Cophetua merried the bheggar mald.

“Bhe hnd Just bought all her Christmas
presents,’’ e caplained.

Homely locident (o » Kansan's Kife.
From the Atchison Globs.

Jude Johnsun some years Ago was regading
hin paper. Huddenly his wife roshed inte
the reom and shouted: “Littla Perey has
lewrned to wall; little Percy has learned to
watle'™  “Well, send him downtown for &
plat of whisky,”" sald old  Juds without
looklng up from his paper.
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